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Burmese Pythons - What is the 

Problem?  
 

 Here since 1979 

 Eat native FL species 

 Few predators here 

 Hard to find  

 Can’t eradicate 



Keys to Their Success 

 Climate 

 Generalist diet and habitat use 

 Large clutches of eggs  

 (8 to 107) 

 Long lived (20+ years) 

 Able to survive long periods  

 without eating 

 

 



What Has Been / Is Being Done? 

 2010 FWC listed as conditional species 

 2012 USFWS put on injurious species list 

 Conditional Reptiles Season (Mar – Apr)] 

 Python Removal Agents 

 

 





Florida’s Python Patrol  

What Has Been / Is Being Done? 

(cont’d) 



Goals of the Python Challenge 

 Raise awareness 

 Remove pythons 

 Try an incentive-based program as a 

management tool 

 Gather other data: 

– Locations  

– Contaminants 

– Diet 



Stakeholders 
 Conservation groups, including hunters 

 Local, state, federal gov’t 

 Animal rights groups 

 Native Americans 

 Educational institutions (UF) 

 General public 

 



Steps / Timelines 

 Got assignment last spring 

 First meeting in June 

 FWC staff 

 Partners 

 Other agency cooperation 

 



Major Hurdles 

 Size / nature of event 

 Developing a website!!! 

 Accepting payment 

 

 



 $25 fee to enter 

 Register online 

 Take snake I.D. training 

 Receive permit via email 

 2 categories of competition – general and python permit 

holders  **19.61 hrs / python in 2011** 

 Rules and Regs of the Challenge 



 Only Burmese pythons and only those from the wild 

 Kill on site 

 Fill out datasheets 

 24 hours to get to a drop location 

 GPS tracklogs from python agents 

 Rules and Regs of the Challenge 

(cont’d) 



January 12, 2013 Kickoff Event 

 UF Research and Education Center in Davie / 

Fort Lauderdale 

 









Snakehead 

Fish 

Dishes! 



February 16, 2013  

Awareness and Awards Event 







Results 

Python Agents  

 24 registered 

 42 pythons removed  

 

General Public 

 1558 registered 

 26 pythons removed 

 

 68 snakes total 
38 states and 1 

Canadian province 



2013 Python Challenge™ Prizes 
Python Agents General Public 

Most (Grand Prize)-$1500 

 18 pythons 

Most (Grand Prize)-$1500 

  6 pythons 

Longest (1st Place) $1000 

 11’ 1”  

Longest (1st Place) $1000 

 14’3” 



What was accomplished? 

 Exceeded education and awareness goals 

 Number of participants /number snakes harvested 

 Publications 



NRLI Concepts, Skills 

 Facilitation 

 Agenda building 

 Community effort   



Questions? 

www.pythonchallenge.org 

 

http://www.pythonchallenge.org/

