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MFL Overview & Process
What is a Minimum Flow or Level?

• Statutory Requirement of Sect. 373.042 F.S.
– Prevent “significant harm” to the water resources 

or ecology of an area due to water withdrawals



(MFLs) a Misnomer?

To be an effective water resource 
management tool, the establishment of 
MFLs must consider protection of the 
entire flow regime and not strictly low flow 
conditions. Thus, in some ways the term 
“minimum” flow and level may be 
misleading. Also known as 
“environmental flows”.



An MFL is an acceptable maximum
flow shift in the natural regime
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Type of Meeting
• Information gathering
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Stakeholder Engagement

–Press release 
–SRWMD website
–Kayak/canoe club 
–List of stakeholders from other agencies
–Stakeholders



Meeting Agenda

• Welcome and Introductions
• 15 minute MFL background presentation  
• Group Activity
• Ongoing Project Information
• Meeting Evaluation
• Adjourn



Group Activity
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Outcomes






Lessons Learned

• Group Activity Dynamics 
• Confusing Slides
• Engaging Stakeholders before the MFL is 

determined is important



Next Steps
• Additional meetings of this sort should be 

held to ensure that salient stakeholder values 
are fully identified.

• A summary of these conversations in the final 
report/MFL recommendations should be 
included so that the reader is made aware 
that the plan was transparently developed 
and is not the product of engineers working in 
isolation from the impacted public.



Questions?
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